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withdrawn from your communion. And how will you bring the stray sheep to Christ's fold, when you cannot keep within it those whom you already have? I therefore exhort you, strive even now to be careful, refrain from all presumption, endeavour with all your strength and all your zeal to win back by fatherly kindness the hearts you have alienated. Call together the scattered children of your Church, and prove to them, by the testimony of Holy Writ, that nothing made with hands ought to be adored, for it is written: Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve. Then tell them that the reason why you ordered the destruction of the pictures was that you were angered at seeing that adoration was offered to them, whereas they were intended for the edification of the unlearned, that those who could not read might learn from the paintings events that had happened. Say to them, 'If you wish to have pictures in the church to give the instruction which from ancient times they have been designed to give, I am perfectly willing to have them made and placed in the church/ Make it clear to them that you were not offended by the sight of the pictured story, but by the adoration which was wrongfully offered to the picture itself. Soothe them with these words, and so win back their affection. And if any one wishes to make pictures, do not forbid it, but in every way forbid the adoration of the pictures. Exhort your people earnestly to acquire the fervour of compunction by gazing on these pictured scenes of history, while they humbly bow in adoration before the Holy and Almighty Trinity, and That alone."1
1 A remarkable story of a picture in a church is related by Greg. Tur. Mirac. i. 23 : " Est apud Narbonensem urbem in ecclesia seniore . . . pictura quae Dominum nostrum quasi praecinctuin linteo indicat crucifixum. Quae pictura duni assidue cerneretur a populis, apparuit cuidam Basileo presbytero per visum persona terribilis dicens: Omnes vos obtecti estis variis indurnentis, et me iugiter nudum aspicitis. Vade quantocius, cooperi me vestimento. Et presbyter non intelligens visionem, data die nequaquam ex ea re memoratus est. Bursumque apparuit ei; sed et illud parvipendit. Post tertium autem diem secundae visionis, gravibus excruciate eo verberibus, ait: Nonne dixeram tibi ut operires me vestimento, ne cernerer nudus; et nihil ex hoc a te acturn est ? Vade, inquit, et tege linteo picturam illam, in qua crucifixus appareo, ne tibi velox superveniat interitus. At ille commotus et valde metuens, narravit ea episcopo, qui protinus iussit desuper velum expandi et sic obtecta nunc pictura suspicitur. Nam et si parumper detegatur ad contemplandum, mox demisso velo contegitur, ne detecta cernatur." On this story the editors remark: " Exinde fortasse consuetudo manavit ut Christus Dominus in cruce